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The anniversary of the events that have put their mark on Romanian education and science 

is always an opportunity to make the balance of the successes, but also a duty to position 

them correctly in the national and international cultural landscape. Even more favourable is 

the context in which the anniversary years contain several milestones that blend organically 

and give the measure of quantitative and qualitative accumulations, as well as the measure 

of the facts of those who have put their mark on the kaleidoscope of professional and 

scientific successes. How can an anniversary moment be marked more durably than by 

publishing a book in whose pages there are elaborately gathered the trace elements of a  

20-year journey in the fascinating landscape of economic science? 

As Professor Nicolae Istudor, PhD, the Rector of the Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies states at the beginning of this book entitled Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX, the 

105th Anniversary of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies happily coincides with 

“two decades since the publishing of the first issue of the Amfiteatru Economic journal and 

10 years since the latter’s indexing in Clarivate 

Analytics Web of Science. The Journal significantly 

contributes to the international and scientific 

visibility and recognition of ASE Bucharest”. The 

author thus reiterates the special place that such a 

publication, the fruit of an initiative started by a group 

of enthusiasts, and continued by the multitude of 

scholars who have directed the best results of their 

scientific efforts towards it, has in the efforts of The 

Bucharest University of Economic Studies to 

continue its path as an advanced research and 

education university.  

The necessity of editing a journal to ensure the 

magnetism necessary for the analytical and 

methodological contributions that focused on the 

scientific area of economics and business 

administration was addressed by some of the 

members of the academic community from the Faculty of Commerce. They gathered around 

them a growing number of specialists who also believed that success always accompanies 

dedicated work and directed the journal towards national and international recognition. As 

pointed out in this book by Professor Rodica Pamfilie, PhD, Dean of the Faculty of Business 

and Tourism, “Due to the efforts of its editorial team, to the topics covering a diversity of 

subjects in economics and business administration and by the large number of Romanian 

and foreign authors, the Amfiteatru Economic journal has become a real economic research 
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forum, a pillar of reference and an ambassador in internationally disseminating researchers’ 

findings, creative ideas, models and concepts.” The text highlights the unique place of the 

journal in the equation of professional and scientific excellence, the linkage of editorial 

activities with other defining activities for the Faculty of Business and Tourism, and the hope 

that Amfiteatru Economic has all the strengths to become “one of the most remarkable, 

typical and important journals in Central and Eastern Europe, attracting valuable and 

appreciated researchers by means of the topicality of its themes”.  

It has always been difficult to write a book whose subject is a process (a phenomenon), 

whether it is of an editorial-scientific nature, such as the national and international 

emancipation of a scientific journal, as there are many characters to be included, various 

complex and often not comparable situations, moments of success and moments of difficulty, 

daring goals and often insufficient resources. Making proof of a special persistence, being 

present and devoted in all (or most of) the moments of such an authentic scientific exercise, 

Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD and Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, PhD, the editors of this work, 

gathered an impressive volume of reference information, coagulated and provided the authors 

with a sufficiently friendly template, which was not less restrictive in terms of ideas, 

processed various materials, induced homogeneity, even where there seemed to be a lot of 

entropy, and made available to the ASE Publishing House a book of great documentary value 

and also a material of a high publicistic and narrative-analytical standing. 

We all witness the apparent precariousness of the means by which the great commandments 

of economic theory and practice can be served, the restraint with which courageous academic 

initiatives with added value over time are received, the non-involvement of members of the 

academic community in ideological constructions of great professionalism and high scientific 

relevance. In order to overcome these societal vulnerabilities, there is a need for creativity, 

perseverance, work and a little respite, trust in the value of the work well-done, and 

generosity. All this results from the reading of this book, as the contributions of various 

authors to the economics of the work are of high analytical and methodological importance 

and the mastery of the editors is indisputable. It is praiseworthy the decision of ASE 

Publishing House to engage, at this anniversary date, in publishing the fruit of over 20 years 

of numerous Romanian and foreign researchers’ work, carefully selected by the editorial 

team and evaluated with high professionalism by the reviewers who recommended each 

article to be published. 

The paper is structured in several chapters, each of which is conceived as a contribution by 

the authors to the two-decade radiograph of the journal’s voyage over the swirling waters of 

scientific journalism in the fields of economic science and business administration. Despite 

the variety of approaches and the multitude of aspects considered, it can be appreciated that 

the work is defined by a logical and coherent structure which allow it to capture a 

kaleidoscope of ideas and recommendations with a high level of utility. Due to the high-level 

homogenizing efforts of the two editors, the reader is presented with a complex, multi-level 

and multi-dimensional array of scientific architecture offered by the Amfiteatru Economic 

journal. The reading of this publication material provides the reader, in a logical and 

harmonious succession, the main reference points that make up the scientific and 

methodological landscape, the analytical universe and the combination of epistemology and 

praxeology that define the process of the journal’s emancipation, the journal being the main 

character of the book. 
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A first pivotal idea in this journalistic approach is the consecration of the journal as a 

“landmark of Romanian economic research”. Professor Bogdan Onete, PhD, Chief of the 

Department of Business, Consumer Sciences and Quality Management, points out that 

“Amfiteatru Economic has combined two educational models, the “classic” and the 

“contemporary” ones, with outstanding results without forgetting those who created and 

managed the journal for years, based on volunteering...”. It is highlighted that the 

anniversary moment is a very happy occasion to take stock of successes and also to draw up 

guidelines for the future. Starting from the premise that “we live a present that feeds on the 

past transformed into the future”, the above-mentioned author conceives his essay by using 

the temporal axis and points out that what has happened exceeds the expectations of many, 

what is happening today can be labelled as robustness, multidisciplinarity and visibility, and 

what is seen in the future is sustainability and international relevance. 

A second pivotal idea is that Amfiteatru Economic is a state of mind that must be kept in 

both mind and soul. In this analytical register is written the second contribution of the book, 

belonging to the founder of the journal, Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD. The journal is happily 

described as a success story, the author of this chapter being both a narrator and one of the 

main heroes of the story. It is highlighted that “the man blesses the place”, and therefore the 

most difficult task of the beginning of the story was choosing the name of the journal and 

setting-up the first editorial team. To this was added the conception of the thematic 

architecture and the creation of headings that would last over time. It may be deduced the 

idea that, in order to achieve lasting results, there are needed entrepreneurial spirit, 

dedication, teamwork, leadership skills and the institutional support that The Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies has provided from the beginning. The author points out that 

the journal’s strategic objective was “to respond better and more closely to the thematic 

areas of economic and business administration, which are constantly under development and 

renewal, and also to make an essential contribution to the appropriate dissemination of the 

results of scientific research obtained by the main economic institution of higher education 

of the country: The Bucharest University of Economic Studies”. This chapter of the book can 

be seen as a useful methodological guide in which there can be found the method of launching 

and establishing a successful scientific journal, its author comprising all the ingredients that 

can be used by those who propose such an ambitious and responsible approach. The 

milestones of the journal’s 20-year history are brought to the reader’s table, culminating with 

its indexing in 2008 by the prestigious Thomson Reuters Web of Science international 

database. The reference vectors for this new stage in the journal’s development are stability 

and dynamism. In this dominant logic is included the heading of the journal, which includes: 

The Editorial on the topic of each issue, the section with Original research papers on the 

topic of that issue (in setting the journal’s topic, the aim is to identify and highlight the most 

interesting problems found in ideological debates in economic sciences), the Economic 

interferences section (including invited articles, having as authors recognized personalities 

from the academia and the research environment, mainly from abroad, but also from 

Romania) and the Amfiteatru Economic recommends section. The author emphasizes the 

complexity involved in managing a scientific journal of such notoriety as the one covered by 

this book, revealing that in its lifetime “there have also been periods of restraint, turmoil 

and anxiety, with the evolution of the publication also knowing some difficult times”, which 

could be overcome as a result of the professionalism of the editorial team, the support given 

by the executive management of The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, the 
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involvement of the Faculty of Business and Tourism management and the self-exigence of 

authors of articles submitted for publication. 

A third pivotal idea of this book addresses the social dimension of the editorial project and 

is highlighted by Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, PhD, Managing Editor of the journal, who 

starts from the premise that “He who thinks by himself… is not alone” and that “the project 

has sprung from the admiration of man as a thinking being, from the belief that making ideas 

circulate means spreading knowledge, generating culture and making a contribution, 

perhaps due, to the world in which we live”. The author emphasizes the value of the journal, 

which he reasonably associates with its content, found in a causal relationship with the 

enthusiasm of authors who submitted articles for publication. It is emphasized that the 

“symbiotic relationship between the editorship of the journal and the authors was initiated 

on the basis of shared values”, which have synergistically overlapped with the seriousness, 

rigor, observance of deadlines and the ex-post analysis of the lessons that could be learned. 

The author is of the opinion that the high-quality and original scientific production is obtained 

only if professional ethics, research ethics, self-exertion and double-blind peer review are 

observed without fail. One of the keys to two decades of the journal’s success is respect for 

the authors as a pivotal element of the established organizational culture. A number of issues 

have contributed to the international success of the journal, such as: Criteria were published, 

explained as clearly as possible, guidance was provided, events were held in different 

environments for various stakeholders, the editorial policy and requirements which the 

papers submitted for publication must fulfil were communicated as lively and suggestively as 

possible, and explanations were provided as to why it is necessary to observe them. 

As in the case of any entrepreneurial initiative that wants to be successful in the long run, in 

the case of Amfiteatru Economic the vision, the mission and the strategic objectives have 

proven to be essential. These are decoded in this book by Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, 

Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, PhD, and Professor Constantin Brătianu, PhD, DHC. It follows 

that the journal’s vision is realistic, structured and ambitious, the mission has reference 

vectors such as the promotion of original economic research, the promotion of empirical 

research, the enhancement of the applicative character and the involvement of young 

researchers, and the objectives are realistic, sustainable and synergistically conceived and 

pursued. 

In a chapter of true consistency, Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD and Professor Puiu Nistoreanu, 

PhD provide the readers with a history of the journey travelled by the idea that has become 

the Amfiteatru Economic journal, in the 20 years since its founding. The authors carefully 

structure their narrative approach in several sub-periods, namely: the pioneering period 

(1999-2005); the restructuring period (2006-2008); the development period (2008-2018). 

The reader is invited to a periplus with a temporal dimension and an institutional-conceptual 

dimension from which there are detached referential moments, the specific turmoil, the 

pluses and the minuses of a complex process, and the unlimited hope of the editorial staff 

that they do a serious and perennial job, with high added value. The moments when the first 

issue of the journal was published are remembered (under the title “There are also 

courageous journalists in Buzău”; Ro. “Există și gazetari buzoieni curajoși”), along with it 

being classified and accredited by the CNCSIS in the B and then the B+ categories, indexed 

in the international databases Journal of Economic Literature (EconLit) and International 

Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) and by Thomson Reuters Services. The temporal 

and conceptual ideas and milestones that crown this periplus are not only encyclopaedically 



AE Amfiteatru Economic recommends 

 

Vol. 20 • No. 48 • May 2018 525 

presented but are also seasoned with the underlying turmoil and the concerns generated by 

it. The reader thus acquires a precious volume of information that helps him understand the 

complex phenomenon represented by the journal. 

The authors of the book wanted to provide us with a picture of the universe represented by 

the 20 years that have passed since the publication of the first issue of the journal. In this 

respect, Professor Gheorghe Săvoiu, PhD, Habil., Editor of the journal, contributes to the 

book with what he calls the “journal’s statistical profile”. The manner in which the author 

uses “inventory indicators, to mark the two anniversaries, and marker indicators, in an 

attempt to identify the major qualitative changes in the editorial and managerial course of 

the journal, combining, on the one hand, purely descriptive statistical methods and 

confrontational methods, and, on the other hand, the methods of frequency analysis and those 

meant to estimate the normality of the distributions of the three essential elements of any 

scientific publication: papers, authors, and the size and structure of the journal” deserves to 

be appreciated. The author of this chapter of the reviewed book uses cyclicality and compiles 

the whole from the parts, each of which says part of the story called Amfiteatru Economic. 

The chapter is a high-level scientific research that professionally uses all the analytical and 

methodological components required by such an approach. The idea underlying Amfiteatru 

Economic and contingent on its undeniable success story gains the consistency of numbers 

and the relevance of statistical information, which are adding rigor, relevance, robustness and 

consistency. The reader notes that, apart from the initial turmoil, elements of epistemological 

and praxeology of high scientific level, and moments, and people, the journal also means: 

1,422 published articles; 2,623 authors who made themselves known through the pages of 

the journal; developing a genuine culture of original research; increasing the percentage of 

articles resulting from complex research conducted by complex research teams; the 

increasing magnitude of the published articles as the number of analytical assumptions 

increased and the nature of the methodological objectives varied. The author points out that 

the exponentially growing quality and notoriety of the journal are proven by the results 

obtained by using a correlation matrix to identify the specific logical connections for the 

editing and publishing process, which show a medium and even a large intensity between the 

data series of the three variables describing articles, authors and pages. The author of this 

chapter argues that the following statistical indicators advocate for the success story 

represented by the Amfiteatru Economic journal: The typological distribution in relation to 

the topic of the published articles; the distribution by authors’ countries of origin; the 

distribution of the articles in relation to the institution where the authors are habitually 

performing their activity. Operating with high methodological rigor and comparing with 

great analytical ability, the author draws a lot of conclusions that he provides to the readers 

of this book, facilitating a better understanding of the scientific universe that the celebrated 

journal represents. It is representative of this work, but also of the entire evolution of the 

journal, the author’s conclusion that “far and beyond the performance and exceptional 

evolution of the Amfiteatru Economic journal, demonstrated through the statistical 

indicators developed in this original analysis, a management and a set of editorial decisions 

have been identified that stressed on the quality of both teamwork and research itself, 

implicitly on research projects”. The reviewer of this book can only agree with this 

quintessence, adding that the ingredients of success are many, but only the dedicated ones 

are aware of them and use them appropriately. 
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Potentially the most relevant part of the journal’s international story starts in the year 2008, 

when it was indexed and quoted by the Web of Science, and is narrated with talent by 

Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD and Associate Professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil. in a 

chapter that I appreciate can contribute to the roundness of the analytical approach that we 

find in this book. As the two authors point out, starting with issue 23/2008, Amfiteatru 

Economic [0.581] is indexed by Thomson Reuters Services (since 2016 Clarivate 

Analytics) in the Economics category, and it is also found in the Social Sciences Citation 

Index; Social SciSearch; Journal Citation Reports/Social Sciences Edition. This was the 

moment when the international adventure of this high-profile editorial project has begun, 

which has allowed it to be referenced alongside international publications, defined its new 

aspirational horizon, and intensified the transition to a new organizational culture. By 

appealing to an appropriate and highly relevant scientific methodology and relying on an 

impressive documentary basis, the authors of this chapter provide the reader with a multi-

parameter radiograph of the path travelled by the journal after this moment of reference for 

its development. Illustrated with dynamic series of relevant data, with synoptic panels of high 

analytical robustness and well-crafted graphics that show us the various facets of a dynamic 

and complex picture, this part of the book, harmonized on multiple levels with the other 

chapters, indisputably proves the journal’s robust evolution in time and also a remarkable 

editorial effort, both from the authors of each chapter and from the editors of the whole work. 

The scientometric picture presented in the previous chapter is happily completed by the 

Associate Professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil., who narrates the story of the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal in terms of the picture presented by the international databases. 

The author points out that, in addition to Web of Science, the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

is listed since 2008 by the Scopus database, owned by Elsevier B.V., benefiting from the 

recognition of its impact and visibility both in Europe and globally. The analysis revealed 

that Amfiteatru Economic, classified by Scopus in the Economics, Econometrics and Finance 

domain occupies a leading position vis-à-vis the other economics journals indexed by 

Scopus. Google Scholar is another database in which Amfiteatru Economic is present since 

January 2018, with Google Scholar identifying about 3,560 citations of articles published in 

Amfiteatru Economic, of which 2,836 had appeared in the last five years (79.6%). In the 

constant search for international certification, the editorial team of the journal has taken steps 

to include it in IDEAS/RePEc, the journal being indexed by this database since 2004, with 

scientometric indicators since 2007. As it is suggestively illustrated in this chapter of the 

book, using a very large volume of relevant data, Amfiteatru Economic resorts to a pertinent 

categorization of indexations in international databases, international registers, virtual 

libraries, national indexing presented on their own webpage. 

At this anniversary moment, the complex scientific universe represented by the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal also includes the Amfiteatru Economic Conferences, described in a special 

chapter elaborated by Professor Marieta Olaru, PhD and Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, PhD. 

The pivotal idea of this chapter is the community of interests among the editorial staff of the 

journal, researchers who have published and/or consider publishing, and readers (the latter 

being in many cases authors, potential authors or reviewers of the articles proposed for 

publication). It is underlined that in order to strengthen the journal’s community it was 

decided that the journal would become a co-founder and permanent partner of the 

international conference series “New trends in sustainable business and consumption”, 

promoted together with the Association for Innovation and Business Quality – BASIQ and 

the Faculty of Business and Tourism of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies. The 
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reader of this book takes note of the emulation that the articles published in the journal are 

generating at the level of the entire societal, national and international landscape. We find 

here the investment component of the journal, centred on investing in young researchers and 

the expected driving effects of this approach. 

In the same narrative and analytical register, there is delivered the analysis made by Professor 

Cristinel Vasiliu, PhD, Habil. in a chapter in which the author decodes the messages sent 

during the Amfiteatru Economic Meetings. There is described yet another facet of the 

scientific universe promoted by the Amfiteatru Economic journal, underlining the 

understanding on the part of the journal’s management team of the fact that its value depends 

to a great extent on the quality of collaborators and authors. The author points out the constant 

concern for contact with authors and readers, focusing on several articles directed to readers, 

with reference to some aspects of economic research such as: How to conceive, edit and 

publish a scientific article, the structural elements of a scientific article, as well as the 

optimization of citations and some relevant criteria in selecting a scientific journal in the field 

of Economics. 

In the above-mentioned paper, we can find very good descriptions of life in the complex 

universe represented by the Amfiteatru Economic journal. Associate Professor Valentin 

Dumitru, PhD, Habil. and Professor Mădălina Dumitru, PhD, Habil. describe extensively the 

journal’s interface with its external environment, mainly through its webpage, where those 

who access it can easily find useful information about the possibility of publishing, the 

specific relational mechanisms, the events unfolded, the archive of published articles. The 

reader of this book may take note of the range of activities conducted under the aegis of the 

journal, widely described by Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, PhD. together with Lecturer 

Raluca Mariana Grosu, PhD. The main idea is that of manageable diversity, corroborated 

with synergistic complexity. We can find in the book the complex picture of the editorial 

activities, culminating with the story of the Editorial Board narrated by Professor Mădălina 

Dumitru, PhD, Habil., Associate Professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil. and Associate 

Professor Raluca-Gina Gușe, PhD. We find out that the relevance, timeliness and scientific 

visibility of the journal’s contents, as well as the elaboration and implementation of its 

general strategy, together with the assessment of the impact of the decisions made are ensured 

by the Editorial Board and that it is seconded and supported in its activities, and especially 

in the development of the journal’s strategy by the Scientific Council, consisting of  

22 personalities (of which 15 are affiliated to foreign universities). 

As a sign of the international notoriety of the journal and the appreciation enjoyed by the 

editorial team (in its broad sense), the reviewed work also includes a large number of 

appreciation messages on the occasion of its jubilee, which include appreciations, positive 

thoughts, good ideas, references and impulses to continue on the same path that paved the 

way for the national and international recognition of the Amfiteatru Economic journal. 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize the novelty and undeniable added value of this work, 

motioning that the contributors are pioneering in this field, but are showing high 

professionalism, analytical and methodological dedication, adherence to an idea and a 

substantial contribution to a success story. The ASE Publishing House performs a special 

journalistic endeavour by providing readers with an elaborate excursion on a 20-year journey 

through the fascinating universe of original economic science. I also encourage the readers 

of this book to take the opportunity to read a kaleidoscope of ideas, information, 
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scientometric comparisons and success stories presented by several renowned authors and 

masterfully crafted by the two editors of the paper. 
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