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The issue of migration of the Ukrainian population is an increasingly significant and 

current research problem, not only from the viewpoint of this country, but also due to the 

current situation in the European Union countries, all facing the problems of depopulation 

and aging, and increasing structural gaps in their labour market. Against this background, it 

seems that the book ”Migration of Ukrainian population. Economic, institutional and 

sociocultural factors”, author Yuriy Bilan, matches the demand of a European reader. 

It turns out that the movement of the Ukrainian population is not only topical for today 

issue, but it has already certain history and left a visible footprint on the demographic and 

socioeconomic situation of the country. However, for current Ukrainian situation the 

significant role has played the migration after the fall of the "iron curtain". At that time, 

significant increase in the migration activity of Ukrainian society have been caused by the 

liberalization of legal restrictions on travelling on the one hand, and on the other, the 

migration was pushed by huge economic and labour disparities between Eastern and 

Western Europe (Yeleyko, 2007, p. 403). The situation has changed at the later phase of the 

Ukrainian state transition (2000-2010) when there was observed stabilization of the 

migrations scale. Currently, significant increase of migration volumes from Ukraine have 

been observed, especially in the context of the current political situation in Eastern Ukraine, 

the very likely probability of further instability accompanied by economic downturn and 

fundamental changes at Ukrainian labour market, especially in terms of wages, currency 

exchange and price conditions that are the main factors of labour migration. Taking into 

account the population potential of Ukraine, its location in the neighbourhood of the 

European Union, surely, all these issues should be of interest to researchers and readers 

from Western Europe. 
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The monograph titled “Migration of Ukrainian population. Economic, institutional and 

sociocultural factors” is an attempt to look at external migration from Ukraine as a process 

that has almost always been in parallel to historic development of this country, although it 

pays most attention to the peak of this process which falls on the last thirty years. There has 

been observed a significant gap in views and lack of unity concerning the conditions of 

migration from Ukraine in literature until this book was published. Until recently all 

information on this phenomenon derived from the studies which analysed migration form a 

single disciplinary perspective. Most of the previous studies, as well noted by the author of 

this monograph, analysed migration processes from the perspective of individual 

disciplines, and did not take into account the multidimensional approach to this issue. By 

contrast, Yuriy Bilan's book is an attempt to look at migration processes from several 

different perspectives ̶ thus presenting a historical analysis of migration processes from 

Ukraine, taking into account institutional, political and legal factors, with regard to 

sociological, demographic and economic determinants. Additionally, the author uses 

statistical methods so that to outline the most important determinants of migration 

processes taking place in Ukraine. In this sense, the book seems to complement the 

knowledge gap in the field. 

The author divided the book into four chapters – the first one presents theoretical 

framework, the second ones concerns historical and descriptive background, the third –

describes the research background in the methodological context and presents the results of 

the research, and the last, fourth chapter is of analytical nature and identifies the most 

important factors in migration from Ukraine.  

In the first chapter – Material and non-material factors of external labour migration in 

their theoretical aspect, the reader will find analysis of different approaches to the scientific 

discourse on external migration. The analysis refers to the economic migration theory and 

focuses on examining the role of classical, neoclassical and structural approaches. In this 

part of the paper the reader will find the terminological and conceptual considerations on 

the definition of migration as applied in the study. This part also presents the theories of 

migration which refer to the book’s objectives as well. It is worth noting that among many 

theories of migration the author has skilfully selected those which seem to be relevant to 

the presented analysis presented. Additionally, in this part of the book, the reader will find 

critically synthesized review of migrations theories analysed from the perspective of 

elements that hinder their adaptation to the investigated issues. 

In the next, second part of the book – Factors of external labour migration of the 

Ukrainians in history and today, the author makes a comprehensive review of the migration 

processes from Ukraine, extracting three waves of migration: the first one which lasted till 

the end of the 19th century, the second one in the interwar period and the third one – after 

the World War II. At the same time, the author tried to point out the important determinants 

of increasing scale of emigration from Ukraine in particular phases. Additionally, there 

were analysed the last phase of migration from Ukraine and its determining factors 

distinguished due to scale, character and conditions. It has been lasting from the early 

nineties of the last century to the present day and goes in this book under the name “the 

fourth wave of emigration”. The detailed analysis of contemporary migration processes, 

which has been observed for several decades in Ukraine, has also taken into account the 

socio-economic, discursive and institutional-legal framework for determining the scale of 

outward migration. 
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The third chapter – Empirical research on the factors of external labour migration from 

Ukraine at the current stage, analyses the research study conducted by the author himself. 

It presents the research project "EUmagine", the key outcome of which became this 

reviewed here book. In this section, the reader will find the brief description of the more 

general research area, covering Ukraine, Morocco, Senegal and Turkey, followed by 

explanation of the theoretical and methodological basis of the study. However, the largest 

part of this chapter was specifically focused on that part of the research which was 

conducted in Ukraine. 

The last, fourth chapter of the book – System analysis of external labour migration of 

Ukrainian population at the 4th stage, refers directly to the factors determining the 

Ukrainian emigration. The author presents the theoretical and methodological background 

of the migration determinants. In the second part, the author analyses the determinants of 

migration processes from Ukraine applying statistical tools for identification of push and 

pull factors. Particular attention was paid to the determinants of migration in the micro- and 

macroeconomic perspective, but also to institutional and sociocultural approaches. This 

analysis includes two periods which are peculiar to the last stage of the migration process 

from Ukraine - the first covering the period 1992-2003 and the second covering the years 

2003-2013. The author rightly noted other essential determinants of migration during these 

two rather different phases – in the first phase crucial were micro- and macroeconomic 

conditions, whereas sociocultural and institutional factors become crucial for the second 

one. Inter alia, this section duely notes that migration literature recognizes the difficulty 

with accurately estimating the migration rate, and at the same time the author points out 

some examples of econometric analysis which take into account trends in migration flows 

rather than the quantitative migration data. Indeed, lack of precise migration data seemed to 

be the most serious problem not only in the study of Ukrainian migration but also in the 

case of many other European countries (Jończy and Rokita-Poskart 2011). 

In the authors of this review opinion, the book is very interesting, worth reading and 

basically fulfils the set purposes. Y. Bilan has chosen a significant and truly topical issue 

for the study – the processes of migration from Ukraine and their determinants. What is 

important, the book presents an interdisciplinary model that takes into account the 

determinants of migration from Ukraine in the last thirty years. This model included 

socioeconomic, sociocultural and institutional determinants of migration. This issue 

appears to be significant and urgent problem, especially in the face of the ongoing conflict 

in the East of Ukraine, the political and economic crisis in the country, which might 

determine the scale of migration from Ukraine in the near future already. 

Despite quite many advantages of this book, it does not provide answers to some of the 

questions posed by the phenomenon of Ukrainian migration – what conditions would have 

to be met to solve the Ukrainian migration problem? what specific actions should be taken 

to reduce the scale of migration from Ukraine? Obviously, unless this problem is solved, at 

least, to some extent, Ukraine may experience the massive demographic collapse and even 

bigger economic problems in the near future. This does not change the fact that Y. Bilan's 

work is an important contribution to analysing and interpreting the Ukrainian migration, 

and it can certainly be recommended to readers interested in the issue of migration as a case 

study on a post-socialist country. The book should be regarded as an important item in the 

migration literature of the former Soviet Union countries due to comprehensiveness and 
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relevance of the subject matter, from the standpoint of both sending and receiving 

economies –  most of the latter being specifically  European countries. 
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